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January 6, 2022 
 
The Owens Valley Groundwater Authority meeting was called to order at 2:01 p.m. via videoconference.     
 
1.  Pledge of allegiance 

 
Dan Totheroh led the pledge of allegiance. 
   
2.  Public Comment 

  
 The Chairperson opened the public comment period and there was no one wishing to address the Board.  Dr. Steinwand stated a screen 
shot of attendees will be placed on the OVGA web page under the specific meeting per the public’s request.  Under this software 
platform, there is not the ability to allow the public to view attendees during the meeting. 
 
3.   Introductions 

  
The Board introduced themselves with one absence, Big Pine CSD, BryAnna Vaughan.      
 
4.  Approval of minutes from the December 9, 2021 Board meeting 

 
The Chairperson requested a motion to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2021 meeting.  Motion to approve the minutes by Rhonda 
Duggan, seconded by Luis Elias. The Chairperson requested a roll call vote;    Luis Elias – Y, Rhonda Duggan – Y, Karen Kong – Y, Dan 
Totheroh - Y, BryAnna Vaughan – absent, Mel Joseph - abstain, Mary Roper – Y.  Motion passed 5 Yes, 1 absence, 1 abstention.  
 
5. Board Member Reports 

  
The Chairperson opened up Board Member reports and there were no reports or updates provided. 
  
       
6. Update on the Final GSP status and submittal 

 
Dr. Steinwand stated the changes discussed at the hearing on December 9, 2021 have been completed; the final GSP and appendices are 
available on the ovga.us website; he anticipates having all the elements of the GSP uploaded to the DWR website by January 20, 2022.  
The deadline for submission is January 31, 2022. 
 
  
7. Action item:  Request that OVGA adopt finding pursuant to AB 361 that: A) the Board reconsidered the circumstances of 

the existing State of Emergency issued on March 4, 2020, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic; and B) local officials 
continue to recommend measures to promote social distancing, and/or the state of emergency continues to directly impact 
the ability of the members to meet safely in person 

 
Dr. Steinwand stated the state of emergency is still in effect; both Inyo & Mono County Health Officers have recommended social 
distancing and virtual meetings; the criteria for the Board to adopt the above findings are still in effect. 
 
 
The Chairperson requested a motion to approve the request that OVGA adopt finding pursuant to AB 361 that: A) the Board reconsidered 
the circumstances of the existing State of Emergency issued on March 4, 2020, in response to the COVIS-19 pandemic; and B) local 
officials continue to recommend measures to promote social distancing, and/or the state of emergency continues to directly impact the 



ability of the members to meet safely in person.  Motion to approve by Dan Totheroh, seconded by Mel Joseph.   The Chairperson 
requested a roll call vote;    Luis Elias – Y, Rhonda Duggan – Y, Karen Kong – Y, Dan Totheroh - Y, BryAnna Vaughan – absent, Mel 
Joseph – Y, Mary Roper - Y.  Motion passed 6 Yes, 1 absence. 
 
8.  Review of timeline for providing notice of withdrawal from OVGA 

 
Dr. Steinwand stated a memo was distributed to the OVGA Directors in December reminding them of the timeline to submit a notice to 
withdraw from the OVGA; the deadline is three months before the annual budget is adopted which would fall on January 14, 2022. 
     
9.  Discussion regarding future meeting dates agenda items 

 
 A special meeting was set for January 27, 2022 at 2pm specifically to reconsider the existing State of Emergency circumstances 
regarding social distancing and virtual meetings. 
 
  
 10.   Adjourn 
 
The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 2:34 pm.  


