Owens Valley Groundwater

M|NUTES Authority

Board Members:

INDIAN CREEK-WESTRIDGE CSD  Luis Elias BIG PINE CSD BryAnna Vaughan
COUNTY OF MONO Rhonda Duggan LONE PINE PAIUTE SHOSHONE TRIBE ~ Mel Joseph

CITY OF BISHOP Karen Kong OWENS VALLEY COMMITTEE Mary Roper
COUNTY OF INYO Dan Totheroh

March 11, 2021
The Owens Valley Groundwater Authority meeting was called to order at 2:03 p.m. via videoconference.
1.  Pledge of allegiance
The Chairperson led the pledge of allegiance.
2.  Public Comment
The Chairperson opened up public comment and there was no one wishing to address the Board of Directors.
3. Introductions
The Board introduced themselves with no alternates in attendance.
4. Approval of minutes from the February 11,2021 Board meeting
The Chairperson requested a motion to approve the minutes of the February 11, 2021 meeting. Motion to approve by Rhonda

Duggan, seconded by Dan Totheroh. The Chairperson requested a roll call vote; Luis Elias — Y, Rhonda Duggan — Y, Karen Kong —
Y, Dan Totheroh - Y, BryAnna Vaughan — Y, Mel Joseph - Y, Mary Roper - Y . Motion passed 7 Yes.

S. Board Member Reports

Rhonda Duggan stated the GBAPCD provided a presentation on the Keeler Dunes recovery project, the outcome was better than
expected, and she has obtained the slides if the Board has any interest. Mary Roper stated March 15 there is a webinar on “Water
Wars — What are they good for”, go to “maven” and you should find it on her website.

6. OVGA staff reports
a. Financial Report
b. Report on Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority activities
¢. LADWP data requests update

Laura Piper, Inyo County Water Department provided the financial report and stated the OVGA cash balance is $183,238.99;
revenues were second quarter interest of $866.84; expenses were $31,211.50 to the consultant, and staff costs of $2,184.00. John
Vallejo provided an update on the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority activities and stated there are a lot of challenges to
the pumping fees; an action has been brought forward by the water district to circumvent the SGMA process; and funding for a
percolation test was approved and provided the background. Stacey Simon stated Mono County received a favorable ruling from
Superior Court in its litigation related to Long Valley. Aaron Steinwand reviewed the data requests presented to LADWP and stated
groundwater models were not provided; there are subsidence survey points around Owens Lake but the data is not available, and
INSAR dated has been substituted for the data not provided. Tony Morgan provided information regarding the subsidence survey
stating that the data exists, but we don’t have access to the information.

7. Stakeholder engagement update

Dr. Steinwand stated two workshops for the general public were held in February; he is working with local tribes to schedule



individual workshops; additional public workshops will be held late summer; and expecting the final draft GSP to be adopted by the
OVGA Board in December 2021. He stated a presentation was provided to the Tri-Valley Groundwater Management District in
December as well as at their meeting in February; and Mono staff is preparing a survey/mailer for the portion of the Tri-Valley area
with connectivity issues, Sally Manning stated she attended both outreach meetings; she’s concerned public comment will be pushed
off until the administrative draft is completed; restated to the OVGA Board the authority provided to them by SGMA; and LADWP
& Inyo County should work cooperatively on their own GSP; discussed monitoring, groundwater levels, and the Urban Water
Management Plan.

8. Presentation of draft 2021-2022 OVGA budget

Dr. Steinwand presented the proposed draft 2021-2022 OVGA budget; reviewed the revenues and expenses; discussed the grant
funding and retention; and the consultant costs. He stated the OVGA Board had fulfilled their three year obligation for funding
contributions.

9.  Direction to staff and consultants regarding Management Areas and the GSP

Tony Morgan reviewed the discussions leading up to the three management areas, Tri-Valley, Owens Valley, and Owens Lake. He
inquired if the Board would like to continue the GSP with the proposed management areas, the Board concurred.

10. Update from Daniel B. Stephens and Associates on status of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan

Tony Morgan provided an overview on the GSP progress, the subjects in progress and under staff review, and those in final draft. He
discussed the final process for the GSP; groundwater models; and management actions. The Board, staff, and consultant discussed
this in detail.

11. Discussion regarding future agenda items
The future agenda items requested were; overview of GSP as it applies to Owens Lake to include jurisdictional issues, and final
budget approval. Sally Manning stated the Board can complete a GSP that may apply to Owens Lake but State Lands Commission
could decide not to follow the GSP and would like that clarified at the next meeting. Philip Anaya stated he would like the Board to

write a letter to LADWP and Inyo County regarding a voluntary GSP in the area of the LTWA as a way to begin to manage the
adjudicated/non adjudicated boundary.

10. Adjourn

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 3:17 pm.
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COUNTY OF INYO

Budget to Actuals with Encumbrances by Key/Obj

Ledger: GL As Of 4/6/2021
Object  Description Budget Actual  Encumbrance Balance %o
Key: 621601 - OVGA-OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER
Revenue
4301 INTEREST FROM TREASURY 4,000.00 1,893.97 0.00 2,106.03 4734
4498 STATE GRANTS 311,284.00 0.00 0.00 311,284.00 0.00
4599 OTHER AGENCIES 249,195.00 249,194.98 0.00 0.02 100.00
Revenue Total: 564,479.00 251,088.95 0.00 313,390.05 4448
Expenditure
5129 INTERNAL COPY CHARGES (NON-IS) 1,500.00 0.00 0.00 1,500.00 0.00
5155 PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 2,500.00 2,494.90 0.00 510 99,79
5263 ADVERTISING 2,000,00 762,92 0.00 1,237.08 38.14
5265 PROFESSIONAL & SPECIAL SERVICE 319,534.00 283,283.70 309.00 3594130 88.75
5291 OFFICE, SPACE & SITE RENTAL 1,500.00 0.00 0.00 1,500.00 0.00
5311 GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSE 500.00 0.00 0.00 500.00 0.00
5539 OTHER AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS 104,470.00 38,848.647 0.00 65,621.33  37.18
5901 CONTINGENCIES 13,290.00 0.00 0.00 13,290.00 0.00
Expenditure Total: 445,294.00 325,390.19 309.00 119,594.81 73.14
621601 Key Total: 119,185.00 (74,301.24) (309.00) 193,795.24
User: CMARTINDALE - Chrstic Martindale Page Date: 04/06/2021
Report: GL5001: Budget to Actual with Encumbrances by KeyO 1 Time: 08:35:19
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OWENS VALLEY GROSNDWATER AUTHORIY

OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Members: Big Pine CSD — City of Bishop — County of Inyo — County of Mono— Indian Creek-Westridge CSD
Interested Parties: Lone Pine Paiute Shoshone Tribe — Owens Valley Committee

P.O. Box 337 Phone: (760) 878-0001

135 Jackson Street Fax: (760) 878-2552
Independence, CA 93526 www.inyowater.org
Staff Report

Date: April 8, 2020

Subject: Agenda item # 8: Presentation of Final 2021-22 OVGA Budget

A Draft OVGA budget for the 2021-2022 fiscal year was presented and discussed at the March
11, 2021 meeting. The Final Budget presented for approval is the same as the Draft Budget; all
expected revenues and proposed expenditures remain the same.



Table 1: Final FY 2021-22 OVGA budget.

Revenues

Interest from treasury $4,000
Other Agencies (member contributions) SO
Grant Funding
(a) Grant Administration $18,750
(b) Stakeholder Engagement Plan SO
(c) GSP Development $130,792
Total Revenue $153,542
Expenditures
Fiscal Services
Insurance $2,500
Reserve Fund $13,290
Subtotal $15,790
Staff Services
Agency: Inyo, Executive Manager
(a) Staff services $33,970
(b) Grant Administration $13,000
Agency: Inyo, Legal $18,000
Agency: Inyo, Fiscal Agent/Financial Services $4,000
Agency: Mono, Administrative & Legal $33,000
Agency: Bishop, Administrative $5,500
Subtotal $107,470
Professional Services
Website Development SO
Outside Audit $4,850
DBS&A $7,500
Subtotal $12,350
Miscellaneous Expenses
Internal Copy Charges 51,500
Advertising $3,000
Office, Space & Site Rental $1,500
General Operating $500
Subtotal $6,500
Total Expenditures $142,110
Anticipated carry over balance $11,432




1st AMENDED CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE
OF THE OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

SECTION 1: Conflict of Interest Code - Adopted.

The Political Reform Act (Government Code Sections 81000 et seq.,) requires state
and local government agencies to adopt and promulgate conflict of interest codes. The
Fair Political Practices Commission has adopted a regulation (2 Cal. Code of Reg.
Section 18730,) that contains the terms of a standard conflict of interest code, which can
be incorporated by reference and may be amended by the Fair Political Practices
Commission after public notice and hearings to conform to amendments in the Political
Reform Act. Therefore, the terms of 2 Cal. Code of Regs., Section 18730 and any
amendments to it duly adopted by the Fair Political Practices Commission are hereby
incorporated by reference. This regulation and the attached Appendices, designating
positions and establishing disclosure requirements, shall constitute the conflict of
interest code of the Owens Valley Groundwater Authority.

SECTION 2: Statements of Economic Interest; Filing Officer.

Individuals holding designated positions shall file Statements of Economic
Interests with the Inyo County Clerk-Recorder, who shall be and perform the duties of
filing officer for the Owens Valley Groundwater Authority, and who shall make the
statements available for public inspection and reproduction (Gov. Code Sec. 81008).




CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE
OF THE OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY
APPENDIX A

LIST OF DESIGNATED POSITIONS

POSITION DISCLOSURE CATEGORY

Primary & Alternate Directors
Executive Manager

Treasurer

Legal Counsel*

Consultants/ New Positions**

(S S G U QU Y

Note: Except for Primary and Alternate Directors, who are appointed pursuant to the
joint powers agreement, the designated positions are filled by employees of Member
Agencies who act in a staff capacity for the Authority, or independent contractors hired
by the Authority.

* Legal Counsel means the Inyo County Counsel and/or such other legal counsel as the
Authority may choose to utilize.

** Consultants and new positions shall be included in the list of designated positions
and shall disclose pursuant to the broadest disclosure category in the code subject to the
following determination:

The Executive Manager may determine in writing that a particular consultant or new
position, although a “designated position,” is hired to perform a range of duties that is
limited ins cope and thus, is not required to fully comply with the disclosure
requirements described in this section. Such written determination shall include a
description of the consultants’/new positions” duties and, based upon that description,
a statement of the extent of the disclosure requirements. The Executive Manager’s
determination is a public record and shall be retained for public inspeclion in (he same
manner and location as this conflict of interest code (Gov. Code Sec. 81008).



CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE

OF THE OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Disclosure category

1

APPENDIX B

LIST OF DISCLOSURE CATEGORIES

Full Disclosure: Designated positions in this category are
treated as mandated/ statutory filers and thus must report
all reportable interests in real property within the
Authority’s jurisdiction, as well as reportable investments,
business positions and sources of income, including gifts,
loans and travel payments.

Full Disclosure Excluding Real Property Interests:
Designated positions in this category must report all
reportable investments, business positions and sources of
income, including gifts, loans and travel payments.

Interests in Real Property:

Designated positions in this category must report all
reportable interests in real property within the Authority’s
jurisdiction.

General Contracting for Entire Authority:

Designated employees in this category must report all
reportable investments, business positions and sources of
income, including gifts, loans and travel payments, from
sources that provide leased facilities, goods, equipment,
vehicles, machinery or services, including training or
consulting fees, of the type utilized by the Authority.







DECLARATION OF BOARD CHAIR FOR THE
OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

The proposed amendment to the Owens Valley Groundwater Authority Conflict-of-
Interest Code specifically includes newly added classes of Board Members within the Owens
Valley Groundwater Authority that involve the making or participation in the making of
decisions that may foreseeably have a material financial effect on an economic interest.

The disclosure categories are written to address the Authority’s current programs and
require disclosure of only foreseeable interests that may create a conflict of interest.

The Authority satisfied all of the requirements of Title 2, Division 6 of the California
Code of Regulations section 18750 preliminary to approval of the proposed code amendment,
including providing a comment period for both employees and the public.

This is the Authority’s first amendment to its code and future amendments will be made
as needed.

Date Chair
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OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Big Pine CSD — City of Bishop — County of Inyo — County of Mono — Indian Creek-Westridge CSD
Interested Parties: Lone Pine Paiute Shoshone Tribe - Owens Valley Committee

P.O. Box 337 Phone: (760) 878-0001

135 Jackson Street Fax: (760) 878-2552
Independence, CA 93526 www.inyowater.org
Staff Report

Date: April 8, 2021

Subject: Item 11: Direction to staff to submit a project for Tri-Valley groundwater model
development to the IRWMP for consideration in the next round of Proposition 1 IRWM funding.

The OVGA is a signatory to The Inyo-Mono Integrated Regional Water Management Program
(IRWMP) which has requested that members submit projects for consideration for funding by a
Proposition 1, Round 2 Implementation grant. Approximately $2.85M will be made available
for the IRWMP region in Round 2. The need for a groundwater model for the Tri-Valley and
Fish Slough Management Area has been mentioned at several OVGA meetings and will be
included as a future project in the draft GSP. This is an opportunity for the OVGA to seck state
funding for this necessary project.

Details of the Round 2, Proposition 1 grant program are not known at this time. The Proposal
Solicitation Package which will describe the types of projects eligible for funding and
requirements for matching funds may be released this summer. We are seeking Board direction
on the assumption that projects for groundwater model development will be eligible for funding,
but that is not certain.

The IRWMP process to evaluate projects consists of several steps. The first step is to assemble
an eligibility list of potential projects suggested by members. Projects at all stages of
development can be submitted to the list. The IRWMP members will then decide which projects
will be added to the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (Plan). Any member can
object to adding a project to the Plan. Projects added to the Plan will be vetted and ranked by the
members for inclusion in the grant proposal from the IRWMP. Throughout this process the
OVGA could be asked to provide additional information to assist the IRWMP prioritization or to
develop the proposal. The approximate timeline to complete this process is the end of 2021,

Submitting a project for inclusion on the eligibility list does not obligate the OVGA to proceed
with the project proposal, and a final decision to commit to complete the project may only be
necessary if the project is ranked highly in the future steps. Staff recommends the OVGA direct
the Executive Manager to submit the Tri-Valley groundwater model project to the IRWMP to
maintain the possibility for obtaining funding in the future,



